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What is claimed is ; 

1. V telecommunications network comprising: 

an originating system connected to a terminating system via at least one other network 
element; and 

a networl^element equipped with a processor for transmitting a message to the 
terminating system\ndicating that a transmission was received over an insecure link. 

2. The telecommunications network of claim 1 further comprising the terminating 
system alerting a calledN^tation of the insecure nature of the transmission upon receipt of the 
insecure message. 

3. A telecommunications network of claim 1 further comprising the originating 
system alerting a calling partySof the insecure link. 

4. A method for providing secure transmissions in a telecommunications network 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing a route from a sender to a recipient; 

determining whether at least a ptortion of the route includes an insecure link; and 
providing an alert of the insecureNnature of the transmission upon the determination 
that the route includes an insecure link. 

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of: 
completing a call after the alert has been provided. 

6. Tiae method of claim 4 wherein providing an alert includes issuing a distinctive 
ring at the recip^rit's station. 

^jtffi^l 7. The methptfof claim 4 wherein providing an alert includes issuing a message on an 
identification displ ay . 

8. The method of claim 4 further comprising the sender receiving an insecure link 
25 warning prior to con/^&ipn^o the recipient. 

9. The meth<J5or\claim 4 wherein the alert is provided to the sender. 
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10. The method of claim 4 wherein providing an alert includes providing an audible 
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voice message. 

11. The method of claim 4 ^herein providing an alert includes using an audible tone. 

12. The method of claims 10 or 11 wherein providing an alert includes providing a 
periodic alert. 

13. The method o/ claim 4 further comprising: 
issuing an alertAvhen a previously secure route becomes insecure. 
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C$ (p j 14. The memod of claim 4 wherein providing an alert includes a query screen on a 



personal comparer. 
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5. A method for processing a request for a telecommunications connection 
comprisingHhe steps of: 
5 receiving a request to establish a portion of a route between parties, the request 

including a securityDrotocol; 

deterrnininaJvSEther the route would include an insecure link; and 
upon a detemj^ffion that an insecure link exists, sending a security alert message. 

16. The method orclaim 15 further comprising establishing a portion of a route 
10 without sending a security aldrt message. 

17. The method of claim 15 further comprising sending a security status request. 

18. A telecommunications system comprising: 
•tf f A \ means for interconnecting a caller to a called party; and 

"lis? ~~ ' \ 

aeans for alerting the caller or called party when a call path is established using at 
1 5 least one insecure link. 
If: 19. lyhe telecommunications system of claim 18 wherein the call path traverses a 

I=y packet data neWork. 

fj;3 20. The\elecommunications system of claim 1 8 further comprising means for 

T\ determining whether an insecure link has been traversed. 
O20 21. The telecommunications system of claim 18 further comprising means for issuing 

■,Q insecure link alert signals to other elements in a telecommunications network. 

22. The telecommunications system of claim 18 further comprising means for the 
caller and called party ta hear insecure warning signals throughout the call. 

23. The telecomrnunications system of claim 18 wherein the call path traverses a cell 
25 network. 

24. The telecommunications system of claim 18 wherein the means for alerting is 
subject to parameters established for a particular subscriber. 
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